S5 SG RMPS ISSUES OF BELIEF

Belief

When we say that we believe something: a theory, or body of doctrine we mean that we accept it as true. We may even be prepared to use it as a guide to living and act on it; although we may lack conclusive evidence that it is in fact true.
Definition of terms
· A belief is a statement you think is true but you cannot prove it. For example “I believe that God exists”

· A fact is something everyone agrees on. A fact does not require any prove to be seen or known to be true. For example “2 + 2 = 4. Paris is the capital of France”.
· An opinion is your own personal view on a subject. For example “Cats make better pets than dogs”.

Where do we get our beliefs?
We often speak about our beliefs as if they are our own personal property, i.e. “my beliefs”, “our beliefs”. You know already that human beings have all different sorts of beliefs but have you considered where we might get them? After all we are not just born with our beliefs – they develop in different ways.
 Some of the feelings that we have we can justify, i.e. we can give reasons for holding them. Other beliefs we hold because of “gut feelings”. Some beliefs are based on out emotions, while others we hold because of values or principles that we have. Some people hold on certain beliefs because people they like do – they have copied them.
 But that still does not tell us where we get all our beliefs. Some people think or believe that all their beliefs come from themselves, but when you sit and think about it you would realise that this very rarely, if ever, the case! Everything around us affects what we believe. All our lives different things influence what we believe, and we will go on being influenced!

Some of the things that influence our beliefs are:

Radio, TV, books, newspapers, magazines, teachers, family, friends, videos, films, religion, advertisements and personal experience.

Summary of the Main Influences on Our Beliefs.

Family

When we are younger it is probably fair enough to say that most of our beliefs start here. Young children tend to accept without question, their parents and they believe that what their parents say is always right. How many of you were told stories by your parents whom you believed and now you would probably be too embarrassed to repeat? It is only once children start school that they begin to have other influences.

Friends/Peer Group

A peer group can be described as friends or acquaintances of your own age that have similar tastes in music, clothes, ideas and habits. As young children turn into adults this peer group begins to have a much bigger influence on our lives. This often is the cause of a lot of family tension. Your peer group can have different ideas and beliefs to that of your parents and family conflicts begin. For example, your friend is allowed to stay out late at the weekend; your parents want you to come in earlier. If you stay out you will be in trouble at home, if you go home you will look silly in front of your friends. Many “teenage problems” are as a result of “peer pressure”.

Communication Mediums

The importance of radio, television, magazines, films etc. as an influence on our beliefs can never be underestimated. In the modern world communication of this sort plays a tremendous part in affecting our attitudes towards almost everything in life. Often these influences are positive; we learn a great deal, we see parts of the world that we cannot visit, we see society in all its good forms. Up to the minute reporting brings news to us about events as they happen; we become aware of issues that we did not previously consider. The Internet gives us up to date information on everything at the touch of a button.
Sometimes these influences are not so good. People get ideas that they would not think of themselves, they repeat in real life acts of crime and violence they seen on T.V. or in a film. They only see one side of people – their public image. Sometimes people are not able to separate the world of television etc. from real life.
Advertising can also have negative and positive influences. The idea of advertising is a good one. People are aware of all products on offer and can decide which product best suits their individual needs.   It ca, however, put pressure on adults, children and young people. It can exploit people. Certain images can also be used to tempt a particular consumer.

Our Own Thoughts and Experiences

At the end of the day it is our own thoughts and personal experiences which matter the most.

Our beliefs can be irrational (not based on reasons), superstitious (held without evidence), or illogical (not based on common sense).  Beliefs like these are not good ones. Good beliefs are those based on evidence and reason. 

 Our beliefs are the most important part of what we are as human beings; they influence nearly everything that we do. It is very important that we get them right; we can only do this by considering them carefully.

Religion

There are many different religions and people who are members follow the religion to different degrees. Every religion lays down guidelines and teachings on how their members should behave in life. The holy books and leaders guide people in the teachings of a faith so that people can achieve their ultimate aims in life. Sometimes religious people can be influenced by the actions of other people, famous or not, who show people the right way to behave. 
Categories of Belief 
Racism

Statements of Belief

I believe that there are serious racist problems in Scotland.

I believe that all Scottish people are a bit mean.

Scientific

Statements of Belief

I believe that the atom is very small.

I believe that hydrogen and oxygen make up water.

Environment

Statements of Belief

I believe we should fine people who drop litter.

I believe that people who dirty rivers should have to pay to clean them up.
Social

Statements of Belief

I believe all teenagers are wild.

I believe that you should always tell the truth.

I believe that Children with money do better at School.

I believe that drugs are the main cause of the increase in crime.

I believe that the all rich people are greedy.

Sexist

Statements of Beliefs

I believe that a woman’s place is in the home.

I belief that men are more Intelligent than women.

I belief that women are stronger minded than men.
Religious

Statements of Belief

I believe that God created everything.

I believe that you should always tell the truth.

Superstitious 

Statements of Belief

I believe it is unlucky to walk under the ladder.

I believe that I will pass all my exams if I bring my lucky mascot with me.

Moral

Statements of Belief

I believe that all teenagers are wild.

I believe that you should always tell the truth.

I believe that Children with money do better at School.

I believe that drugs are the main cause of the increase in crime.
I believe that abortion is wrong.

Political

Statements of Belief

I believe that the Labour Government is more equal.

I believe that Scotland should be Independent.

David Cameron is the Prime Minister of Britain.
I belief Scotland needs a Female First Prime Minister.
